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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: In the present era, Islamic societies are facing emerging
challenges in the fields of politics, identity, and institution-building. One of the most im-
portant of these challenges is the relationship between religion and politics in forms such
as partisanship (tahazzub), political participation, and social institutions. In the mean-
time, Islamic political theology, as a branch of social theology, plays an important role
in explaining the foundations of legitimacy, rationality, and political ethics. Ayatollah
‘Abdullah Javadi Amoli, one of the most prominent contemporary thinkers in the fields

of philosophy, Quranic exegesis (tafsir), and Islamic theology (kalam), has reinterpreted
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fundamental concepts such as “Islam,” “partisanship,” “political participation,” and “so-
cial institutions” in his works—concepts that have acquired not only a theoretical but also
a functional and institutional aspect in the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

In Javadi Amoli’s intellectual system, Islam is not merely an individual religion or a set of

rituals, but a comprehensive system for regulating social, political, and cultural relations.
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Relying on religious rationality (‘aqlaniyyat-i din), social ijtihad (ijtihad-i ijtima‘T), and
tradition-building (sunnatsazi), he presents a new perspective on partisanship and political
participation; a perspective in which the party and social institution are not instruments of
power, but rather the manifestation of reason (‘aql) and transmitted tradition (naql) in the
public arena. In this framework, partisanship is legitimate only when it serves the truth
(haqq), justice (‘adalat), and divine guidance (hidayat-i ilahi); and political participation
is valuable when it is accompanied by the intention of closeness to God (qurbat), Quranic
rationality, and observance of public interests (masalih-i ‘umam).
The main question is: How is the relationship between Islam and partisanship analyzed
in Javadi Amoli’s political theology based on Skinner’s method, and what characteris-
tics does it have? Accordingly, the research, based on Skinner’s intentional hermeneutics
method, analyzes the relationship between Islam, partisanship, organization, and social
institutions in the political theology of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli with certain modifications
and propositions, and presents the following hypothesis: Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s polit-
ical theology, considering the objective and subjective contexts and conventional norms,
and relying on religious rationality, social ijtihad, and tradition-building, has relatively
new approaches and perspectives on partisanship and social institutions, involving con-
ceptual and normative appropriations (tasarrufat).
Method: Skinner’s Intentional Hermeneutics
Skinner’s hermeneutics method, which was developed in the Cambridge tradition, is a
mediating approach between text-centered and context-centered readings and is among
the author-centered methods. This method is based on the idea that an accurate under-
standing of political texts requires reconstructing the author’s intention in a specific
historical, social, and discursive context. Skinner, emphasizing the connection between
language, intention, and action, considers the text not as an autonomous object, but as a
manifestation of the author’s communicative action in dealing with the issues of the time
(Skinner, 1969; Javid, 2014).
In this framework, the analysis of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s political thought, especially
regarding partisanship and social institutions, requires the reconstruction of the author’s
mental system and objective contexts, as well as the examination of his appropriation

(tasarruf) of prevalent discourses. Inspired by this method, the present study particularly
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employs its first stage, “mental contexts,” and selects it as the theoretical framework of
analysis. Skinner proposes four analytical components for understanding political texts
that, in interaction with each other, enable the reconstruction of the author’s intention and
his linguistic action.

Results: The findings of the article showed that Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s intellectual sys-
tem on partisanship and organization has conceptual, epistemological, and institutional
capacities that can help reconstruct political institutions in Islamic societies. The analysis
of this system, relying on Skinner’s hermeneutic theoretical framework, provided the
possibility of a precise understanding of his conceptual and institutional appropriations
(tasarrufat); appropriations that are not only rooted in the critique of common Western
and Islamic norms, but also lead to the production of a new model of faith-based, rational,
and morally-oriented organization.

By appropriating Western and Islamic norms of party and organization, Javadi Amoli
presents a new system of Islamic political theology in which the party and social institu-
tion are not instruments of power, but rather manifestations of reason (‘aql), transmitted
tradition (naql), and divine guidance (hidayat-i ilahi). This system, relying on religious
rationality, comprehensive understanding (tafaqquh), and Quranic orientation (Qur'an-
garay1), provides a basis for faithful institution-building and moral participation in Islam-
ic society. In this horizon, based on the acceptance of political pluralism under the Islamic
system, all the specific functions of the party as a power organization are approved while
preserving the totality of the Islamic system.

Discussion and Conclusion: In relation to conventional Islamic norms and religious
thinkers, Javadi Amoli has serious similarities and various differences. For example,
while Misbah Yazd1 considers the guardianship of the jurist (wilayat-i faqth) as the main
axis of political legitimacy and considers partisanship permissible only in the case of
complete obedience to the guardian jurist; and Beheshti also believes in the guardianship
of the jurist, but interpreted it within the framework of the constitution and with the par-
ticipation of the people—not as a negation of pluralism or political competition—Javadi
Amoli considers divine guardianship (wilayat-i ilahi) as the basis of the legitimacy of
a party, but he also emphasizes rationality and morality, and the desired party must be

linked to religious guidance and sound reason (‘aql-i sa’ib) (Javadi Amoli, 2001, p. 123).
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Ayatollah Javadi Amoli considers a party to be one of the components of social institu-
tions and in his analysis of this concept, he refers to the classical definitions of a social
institution. In his opinion, a social institution is a relatively stable and organized system
of behavioral patterns that includes some similar actions aimed at meeting the basic needs
of society (Cohen, n.d., p. 151); an institution can also be considered a cluster of social
functions that have been formed in the form of a set of institutions to achieve specific
goals in society (Mendras, 1975, p. 122). He lists some fundamental characteristics of
an institution as follows: meeting specific social needs; guaranteeing the ultimate values
of the institution’s members; enjoying relative stability to the extent that its behavioral
patterns become part of the culture of the society; and the expansion of social foundations
in such a way that changes in them lead to changes in other institutions. In addition, the
ideals and goals of the institution must be accepted by a large part of society, whether they
participate in it or not (Javadi Amoli, 2009b, Tafsir-i Mawda1, Vol. 17, p. 48).

In summary, Javadi Amoli’s system of thought on partisanship and organization has char-
acteristics that distinguish it from common approaches:

* Divine teleology (ghayatgarayi-yi ilaht): The party must serve the realization of truth,
justice, and divine guidance.

* Religious rationality (‘aqlaniyyat-i dini): The party must be formed on the basis of sound
reason, social ijtihad, and the interests of the nation.

* Morality-oriented (akhlagmihwarT): Intention (niyyat), sincerity (ikhlas), and piety
(tagwa) must be taken into account in party action.

» Wilayat-oriented (wilayatmihwarl): The desired party must be linked to divine wilayah
and religious guidance.

* Tradition-building (sunnatsaz1): Social institutions must be nourished by righteous tra-
ditions and engage in tradition-building themselves.

These characteristics elevate partisanship from a customary and instrumental level to a
level of faith and knowledge, redefining it as a faithful action in Islamic society. As a
result, Javadi Amoli’s proposed model can be a basis for rethinking party structures in
Islamic societies and provide a basis for realizing religious democracy, social justice, and

human dignity.
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