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Cyberspace: Sexual Dysfunction of the Family
Institution by Making It Unsafe To Meet the Emotional-
Sexual Needs Of Spouses

Mojtaba Attarzadeh®

Abstract

Various changes in various fields, especially with the revolution in cultural communications,
have affected people's views of themselves, their families, and their expectations of married
life. With the emergence and rapid development of media technologies that have led to the
growth and increasing diversity of sexual acts and the formation of a new type of sexual act
called "virtual sexual act," the security of meeting the emotional and sexual needs of spouses
within the family has been threatened. Among the results of this research is that
communication within the family requires the exchange of feelings and thoughts between
husband and wife verbally and nonverbally in the form of listening, pausing, and facial
expressions with each other; while the widespread use of cyberspace - despite the positive
consequences of facilitating communication - has led to the formation of a feeling of
loneliness and a decrease in the amount of interaction and intimacy between couples, which
has led to the weakening of their positive feelings towards each other.

The findings of this study, which was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and
based on library resources, show that the gradual change in the attitude of cyberspace users
towards marriage and family is due to the uncensored representation of sexual acts in which
the distinction between reality and fantasy, surface and depth, or reality and illusion, is
distorted, and as a result, the formation of a culture of hyperreality leads to a preference for
virtual sex over a real sexual partner and coldness of emotional relationships, which is
reflected in an increase in the rate of divorce, abnormalities in sexual behavior in the form of
sexual deviations and masturbation, etc.

Key words: Sexual Function, Cyberspace, Family, Sexual Need, Insecurity, Spouses.
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